WELCOME YOUR SALMON NEIGHBORS
HOME AGAIN THIS FALL!

Every autumn, our streams and rivers are busy with migrating and
spawning salmon. The Bear Creek Watershed supports five species

of salmon and trout (pictured below).

Young salmon live and rear in the creeks of Bear Creek
Watershed as they prepare themselves for a long
Jjourney to salt water and for a 3 to 6 year residence

in the ocean. In the fall, adult salmon return

home to our local streams to spawn and die and

thus continue a cycle that has been repeated

for thousands of years.

COHO ( “Silver”) Oncorhynchus kisutch)

1 Spawns mid-October through early January

2 Back and head dark bluish-green

3 Lower sides brilliant red to wine color

4 Gill cover reddish

5 Spots on back and UPPER lobe of tail fin
only

6 Lower gumline is light colored

7 Length range 17-38 inches

Female

CHINOOK ( “King" or “Blackmouth”) Oncorhynchus tshawytscha

1 Largest salmon

2 Spawns September through mid-December

3 Olive-brown to dark brown, almost black on
back and sides

4 Spots on back and BOTH upper and lower
tail fin

5 Lower gumline is black

Female 6 Length range 24-60 inches

Photos courtesy of the University of Washington Press

CUTTHROAT TROUT (Oncorhynchus clarki)

1 Spawns February through May

2 Head blunt, jaw long-extends past eye

3 Small black spots on head & body extending
well below lateral line, and on all fins

4 Red to yellow streaks on underside of jaw

5 Faint to no red on sides of spawning fish

6 Length up to 30 inches

2 Female

SOCKEYE ( “red ”) (Oncorhynchus nerka) (migratory)
KOKANEE (“little redﬁ.th") (non-migratory)

255 1 Spawn early August through late December

2 In males, back and sides are bright red to dirty
red-gray, head is bright to olive green, tail is
green to black

Male 3 In females, colors not as bright, but red above
lateral line

4 NO distinct spots on back or tail fin

5 Males have a large dorsal hump

6 Length range for sockeye 20-28 inches;
kokanee 6-18 inches

Female

STEELHEAD (Oncorhynchus mykiss)

1 Spawns late March through early June

2 Head blunt, jaw short - does not extend past
eye

Male 3 Distinct dark spots on dorsal fin

4 Square-shaped tail fin with radiating pattern
of spots

5 Often has reddish stripe along sides, gill cover

Female reddish

6 Length up to 45 inches
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Lifecycles of Salmon in the Bear Creek Basin
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Salmon Viewing Sites on
Bear Creek and the Sammamish River

Come celebrate your neighbor’s return. Join us at one of the salmon viewing sites
listed below. Docents and naturalists will be on hand at specified times to provide

information about salmon history and identification.
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